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Editorial

Marie Char

2017 will soon end, with all the laughter and tears from the
past three hundred days going into our memory boxes. From
morning till night, we engage in our busy schedule. When was
the last time we paused and listened to the birds singing from the
tree top? Or watched the colorful sunsets? More so, when was
the last time you showed appreciation to your partner of many
years? Or sent your regards to a friend far away? Maybe it is best for us to speak our mind and do the kind acts when
we are still able to. As Su Shi, a famous Chinese poet stated in his poem: “This day and night may not last too long,
we may not know where to turn next month or next year”. Let us seize the day, live in the present, cherish our love
ones, and grow to be a better person.

In this issue of the Newsletter, I have invited many of our 2017 NASYAA Scholarship recipients to share their
life stories. We can see God’s abundant grace in their personal testimonies. Many of our alumni have been involved
with establishing the Los Angeles Cantonese Fellowship. Through their diligent efforts, the Los Angeles Cantonese
SDA Church was inaugurated in August. The report of their inauguration brings us encouragement. We have also
included reports of other activities, both happy and sad news of our alumni.

If you have not yet registered for our 2018 Bermuda Reunion Cruise, I urge you to contact us soon. It will be the
tenth triennial reunion, which means NASYAA has been here for almost thirty years. This certainly is an occasion
that calls for a celebration. Our theme for this reunion will be “The Gains and Losses of our Life” The featured
speaker is Pastor Samuel Hsiao, former alumnus and present guest professor of Taiwan Adventist College. He is also
serving as the pastor of South Bay Chinese SDA church in northern California. We will also plan many fun things
to do on the cruise. You are invited to come and join us for this great celebration. Thirty years is a long time. I would
like to express my heartfelt thanks to all the support you have given us throughout the years. We have grown and
come a long way because of you. Let us hold tight and continue this journey together, for tomorrow will be brighter
and better.
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Sichuan and Tibet Tour

Marie Char

In October of 2017, I took a trip to western part of China with my husband and
his siblings. We had originally planned to visit the famous Jiuzhaigou and
Huanglong. However, these places were heavily damaged by the September
earthquake. We scrambled to put another tour together without much research and
planning. After we arrived at Chengdu in the province of Sichuan, six of us got on
a minivan, and with a local driver, we headed westward to a place called Yading
which was located on the border between Sichuan and Tibet. Little did we know
that we would be riding up one mountain after another. When we arrived at our first
lodging place, we were already at almost 10,000 feet above sea level. Therefore, we
all soon got “Altitude Sickness” which caused pounding headache and chest
tightness. The driver dispensed small, individual oxygen tanks for us to pump some oxygen into our lungs. Even
though we felt sick, we continued the journey next day. When we reached our next destination Daocheng, my
husband and I felt so miserable, we skipped dinner and went straight to bed that evening. Even though we were at
the gateway of Yading, the driver surprised us by saying we had to hike by feet for six hours to reach our destination.
This was too physically challenging for non-hikers like us. We decided to turn around and go north to another place
called “The Four Girls Mountain”. By the third day, when our bodies had adjusted to the high altitude, we could
finally begin to enjoy the beautiful sceneries in Danba and the
unique Tibet cultures.

The “Four Girls Mountain” is located in the northwest
region of Sichuan. It consists of four connected mountain
peaks which are covered with snow all year long. The peaks
are between 15,000 to 18,000 feet above sea level and contain
steep cliffs, waterfalls, and river streams. Its nickname is
“The Eastern Alps”. Because of its location and extremes in
weather, it provides an ideal shelter for unique trees and
habitats. The panda bears are often found in these mountains.
The Chinese legend states that the four peaks are formed by four sisters who protected the panda bears by fighting
fiercely with the devils and beasts. Among them, the fourth peak was the tallest and prettiest. We enjoyed the
amazing sceneries from the two natural gorges in the four peaks. The photograph on the cover of this Newsletter was
taken at the fourth peak.

Upon returning to the capital city Chengdu, we headed to the panda base. We were charmed by the lovely panda
bears, the black swans and bamboo forest. This marked the end of my adventurous and memorable trip to China.
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Mission-driven for Global Perspective & Actions

Dr. Alice Chen / President of Taiwan Adventist College

Since 2007, Taiwan Adventist College has
responded to the Macedonian Call. The faculty and
staff members have been moved by the call entrusted
by Jesus and have made preparation and given training
for this mission. It has been ten years since the
theological education started in Mainland China.
Thank the Lord that 66 years ago Taiwan Adventist
College was established as the only school that uses
Mandarin Chinese as the medium of instruction for
training Taiwan Conference's workers. Today, in
response to the needs of the times, the school bears the
greater demand for training more Chinese workers.
The act of God allows us to see His mission and
meaning at a specific time for a specific reason.
Between 2007 and 2017, we trained 22

9 students with

a bachelor's degree in theology and religion, and more

than 77 completed a master's degree (Master of

Christian Ministry). After they finished their training,
they returned to their posts with the thoughts and
visions of the times, and the greater sense of mission,
and once again bear the responsibility of preaching the
gospel. For ten years God has, through the

theological education,

expanded the training of

workers. Last year the faculty and staff members
discussed and prayed urgently and once again set the
vision and mission of the next decade positioning to
the global Chinese mission with the objective of
"Global Soul Winning Vision and Leadership Role."
The school is not satisfied with the “Stabilizing Local
Work", but with a broader vision to "Looking at the
World" that can effectively reach out in gospel witness
through "Impacting the Global Chinese Society of the
times." At the same time, the school will set a five-
year development strategy clearly setting out the
school spirit and student development aimed to
"expand the students’ international multi-perspective
so that students from Taiwan, Mainland China, and

other places have opportunities and experiences to




enhance their global perspective orientation.

In 1978, after the China’s reform and opening,
the church has undergone an explosive growth. Many
believers poured into churches that had mushroomed.
However, since 2000, owing to changes in social
diversity, church growth has also faced a great
regression. The dilemma behind it is not only the lack
of theological education, but also the lack of

leadership training.

In view of this, the school actively applied to

the SDA Education Department of General
Conference and the Association for Theological
Education in South East Asia (ATESEA) and obtained
approval and certification from these two institutions
to offer a master training program emphasizing
leadership, especially to the senior pastors in addition
to their systematic theology training. This is to
broaden church leaders’ global perspective and
cultivate their ability to reach the world with the

gospel through localization.

Between February
and June this year, the
school spent four full
intensive months training
students with the ability
to preach and give altar

call. In July this year,
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teachers and students were divided into nine groups
laboring in 28 churches, preaching, and giving health
lectures in Mainland China. Thanks to the out-pouring
of the Holy Spirit, so that 587 catechumen accepted
baptism. Including the evangelistic effort by the off-
campus students, the baptism reached 1,534. As the
teachers and students labored and cooperated with the
local churches, the plentiful harvest not only brought
revival to the local churches, but also inspired teachers
and students with stronger enthusiasm to serve the
Lord. In November this year, the teachers and students
are also ready to go to Taiwan SDA churches to start a

series of evangelism based on key Christian doctrines.

Thank God, under the direction of the Holy

Spirit, we see that the harvest is plentiful, but the
workers are few. Now the Master of the Vineyard not
only sends our alumni to harvest the crops, but also
moves the school teachers and students in the mission
of preaching and evangelism. Our future vision and
expectation is that every year 245 students taking the

: T theological/religious
degrees will be able to
win 2,000 souls for the
God by

means of mission and

kingdom of

evangelism.
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Mission trip to Indonesia

In September 2017, a medical and dental mission
trip was led by Dr. Edward Ko and forty other
medical professionals on the island of Ambon,
Indonesia. The mission team also held Vacation
Bible School in daytime and evangelistic meetings in
5 different local churches with the final combined
three days evangelistic meetings at the local big city
hall. Over 116 local attendants (a lot of young
people) gave their hearts to the Lord and were
baptized by 10 pastors at the swimming pool of the
Ambon Polytechnics University.




Life Sketch of Dr. Simon Shau Shan Yip

June 22, 1926 — August 16, 2017

Simon Shau Shan Yip was born on June 22, 1926, in Shanghai, China. As a child, he moved with his
family to Seoul, Korea where his father, Frank P. Yip, worked in the Chinese Embassy. In 1936, his family
moved to Hong Kong where Simon attended Sam Yuk school and eventually taught chemistry there. He
attended medical school in Canton, China but was forced to leave when it was too dangerous to stay in China
due to the Communists coming into power after the war. Through hard work, Simon passed the difficult Foreign
Medical Graduate Exam and became eligible to work as a physician in America.

In 1965, Simon moved to Jacksonville, Florida to begin his residency at St. Vincent’s Hospital. His
wife Susan, son Freddy and daughter Esther joined him later. After his residency and stint as head of the
pathology lab at St. Vincent’s Hospital, Simon became a general practitioner in private practice with two medical
offices. As a general practitioner, he maintained two medical offices, one in a middle-class neighborhood on
Edgewood Avenue and one in a very poor neighborhood on Myrtle Avenue. Many of his patients had trouble
paying him but he continued to treat them. He never bragged about it or even mentioned it to others. His
chlldren only learned about this when they started working in his office. The community really appreciated and

‘ d respected him. In all the years he practiced in the
neighborhood, nothing had ever happened to him, his
office or his car. He retired over twenty-five years ago.

As a devoted parent, he was typical as other
Chinese men of his generation. He didn’t shower his
children with hugs and kisses, but showed the affection
by being home every night for dinner and by taking
interest in their schooling and careers. Eventually he
started making fantastic family dinners when he
discovered a love for cooking. He made many delicious
dishes and his recipes were hard to copy.

‘ Dr. Yip passed away peacefully on August 16,
2017. He is survived by Susan Yip, his beloved wife of 64 years; Sheila Hwang, his sister; son Freddy Yip and
his wife, Joann; daughter Esther Yip and her husband, Jim Heard; son Tommy Yip, and his partner, JoAnn Crye;
and grandchildren, Jonathan and Justin Yip, and James Andrew Heard.
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100™ Birthday Celebration of Sylvia Giang

August 14, 2017 is the 100" birthday of Mrs.
Sylvia Sil Yun Hwu Giang, our dearest sister-in-law
and the dearest Hwu Ta Jair (big sister Hwu) of China
Training Institute. Her son, Daniel Giang, M.D. and
daughter-in-law, Sarah, M.D. invited the family
members together with Dr. and Mrs. Samuel Young to
her house in Yucaipa, California, for a very special
birthday celebration on August 13, 2017. Family
members present: Benjamin PhD and Virginia, Betty
Giang, DDS, Cindy Loh M.D. (our niece) and her
husband, Bill Schaffenberg PhD (who also
representing her parents, Josephine and Sam Loh M.D.,
who were away on a medical missionary tour in
Africa), myself and my wife, Jenny, our daughter,
Janine, with her three adorable children (Jalan,
Zackery, and Kaiya), my son, Terry. Also present are:
Silvia’s grandson, Michael Giang, M.D. and his wife,
Beverly M.D., another grandson, Timothy, and his
girl-friend  Caitlin  Terukina, Sarah’s parents,
Beverly’s parents Mr. & Mrs. Loew, and Caitlin’s
parents — Mr. Terukina and Mrs. Cynthia Chen
Terukina (the daughter of Mr. Walter Chen in San
Francisco) and her husband. Dr. and Mrs. Young
were accompanied by their daughter Sylvia
Lighthouse. We enjoyed the delicious meal with

sophisticated dumpling from Din Tai Fung restaurant,
and a warm and relaxed family/close friend’s get-
together.

Sylvia has been blessed with a long, fruitful,
successful, and dramatic life. Not only the oldest of

Tom Giang

her family with three younger brothers and one
younger sister, she was married to our eldest brother,
the late Dr. Paul Giang. This made her the big
daughter-in-law of our father, the late pastor Tsung
Guang Giang. We marvel at her courageous
determination at the time when very few Chinese
ladies left home to abroad. After surviving the WWII,
she took the journey by ship thousands of miles across
the Pacific Ocean alone and landed in America. We
also revere her wisdom, when very few women
attended high school and college, she finished her
Master degrees in dietetic and worked in Washington
Adventist Hospital Medical Center as a dietitian for
many years. After retirement, she returned to Sir Ren
Ren Shaw Hospital in Hangchow, China, as a
volunteer. The Giang family are always grateful for
her love and generosity. When our daughter Janine
was attending Loma Linda University, she stayed in
Aunty Sylvia’s townhouse in Colton for free. She also
established the “Paul A. and Sylvia H. Giang Endowed
Fellowship in Neurology” in Loma Linda University.
Confucious says: “Wisdom, love, and bravery are the
three most important virtues.” Sylvia deserved our
highest compliments.

Sylvia was a devoted mother who raised up a
highly-achieved family. Her son Daniel Giang M.D.
serves as the Vice Chancellor of Loma Linda
University and Associate Dean of the School of
Medicine in charge of residency; his wife, Sarah Rudy
Giang M.D. is the Associate Dean of Admission for
the School of Medicine at LLU. Grandson, Michael
M.D., and grand-daughter-in-law, Beverly M.D. are
currently in their residency at Loma Linda University
Medical Center. Her other grandson Timothy is a high
school teacher and the youngest granddaughter, Elisa,
is attending Southern University in Tennessee.

Family and friends spent the afternoon
reminiscing the good times they had with Sylvia. She
has been a vegetarian for decades. Good Biblical-
based nutrition and active life are her secrets for
longevity. We wish her happy 100" birthday! May
her days be showered with God’s blessing!
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Why Do I Choose Adventist Education?

Jo Ann Johnson

My mother is the youngest daughter of David Lin, a pastor who served in the China Division of the
Seventh-day Adventist church, translated the works of Ellen White into Chinese, and was imprisoned for
17 years during the Communist Revolution. Born in China, my mother immigrated to the United States at
the age of 25, and attained the education to become a physical therapist at Loma Linda University. She also
met my father while studying in Southern California.

When I was very young, my father became very sick - to the point where his doctors were not sure that
he would live. After much prayer from the church and surrounding community members, he miraculously
survived his illness, and my life has been for the better because of it. While my father was in the hospital,
I remember visiting him and feeling utterly helpless and vulnerable. This experience left me with a desire
to overcome my vulnerability, and seek to always be useful, especially in a healthcare setting. This is why
I have decided to pursue a career in medicine.

[ decided to attend Andrews University for a number of reasons: the excellent Medical Laboratory
Science program and other science programs and courses, the superb track record of preparing students to
attend medical schools across the country (most notably Loma Linda University), and the exceptional
spiritual life on campus. Out of all the campuses I visited before deciding on a specific university to attend,
Andrews by far had the most spiritual atmosphere while upholding high academic standards. I find that this
is a common theme within Seventh-day Adventist educational institutions, coming from a public high
school background. Comparing my university experience to that of my friends, I have found that Adventist
universities desire their students not only to seek knowledge, but to affirm their faith in God as well in
transitioning from spiritual and scholastic adolescence into maturity.

As [ continue along my academic program, I intend to allow God’s presence to continually guide my
path and its direction. My grandfather’s legacy of faithfulness to God is an ever-present testimony to the
importance of conceding one’s own control of their life to our Heavenly Father.
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God’s Call

[ was born into an atheistic family living in a
rural village in China. My father is a driver, my
mother is a traditional housewife, and [ have a younger
brother. My family often struggled financially, so
during middle school 1 dropped out from the school
completely. I knew my family could not afford to send
me to school and I also did not see a reason to study or
have a hope for my future. Around age 16, I joined a
gang in my village that primarily fought rival gangs
and stole motorbikes in the area. |
joined because 1 felt a sense of
belonging and comradery.
However, 1 started picking up
many bad habits from my peers
and emotionally distanced myself
increasingly from my family. My
parents were very sad and
disappointed that I had brought
such shame to the family name.
Nevertheless, 1 did not care and
thought I was happy living for
myself.

When [ turned 17 years
old my mother became very sick
and none of the doctors we went
to could help her. During this
very low time in my mother’s life
she listened to her mother-in-law, my grandmother, as
she shared about her Savior named Jesus Christ.
Miraculously, after my mother started to believe in
Jesus, her health started improving rapidly and soon
she was well! Although I had no interest in religion at
that time, my mother’s recovery made a very deep
impression on my mind.

As I'look back I praise God that He never gave
up on me. God had a plan for my life and He brought
me close to Him step by step. When [ was 18 years old
a relative invited me to work in the nearby city. I
wanted to go to enjoy the city lifestyle and

Jian Lin

entertainment. | went to the city and worked on and
off, mostly just spent time with some of my gang
friends who had also come to the city. However, I did
not have any peace in my heart. I actually became
more miserable to the point where I desperately
wanted to change my life. In addition to having no
peace my future had no hope, I felt lost for weeks and
wanted to find something or someone who could

change my life.

As | was walking in the
city with a fellow gang member, I
saw a large church building. I
immediately felt drawn and
wanted to go inside, however it
wasn’t until one week later I
returned by myself to the church.
As soon as [ walked in I realized
that this is where | wanted to
belong, and I kept going back. I
learned for the first time who
Jesus was and that He
unconditionally loved me. I was
His child, and no matter what my
past had been He had died to save
me. I was so overjoyed and kept
attending the church. I didn’t
realize until a few weeks later that
two different churches were meeting in the same
building on alternate days. One group worshiped on
Sundays and the other groups worshiped on Saturdays.
[ wanted to learn what the difference was, so I asked
an Adventist church elder about why they met on
Saturdays. He clearly showed me from the Bible about
Sabbath and invited me to attend the church Bible
study group. I joined and studied for the entire ten
months. During that time, with the grace of God, I
gave up my old lifestyle and bad friends. After the
Bible study course, I was baptized to become a
Seventh-Day Adventist on August 10, 2002. My



family was also delighted because they saw so many
positive changes in my life.

After baptism, I became actively involved in
the church. T had an earnest desire to serve God
wholeheartedly and to win souls for Him, but I felt I
needed to learn more about Bible. In 2005, God
opened doors for me to attend an underground
Adventist Bible training school in another province. |
quit my job and went to the training. Then in 2006, the
principal of the Bible training school sent me and three
other students to Indonesia. This was my first
experience doing international mission work. God’s
grace was constantly with me and I served in the
Chinese communities of Jakarta for three vyears.
During that time, I learned many valuable lessons such
as: giving Bible studies, organizing worship groups
and church services, participating in public
evangelism, and preaching on broadcasting networks.
Most importantly God was growing my relationship
with Him and training me to trust Him to provide for
my needs as a worker for Him. Because of the seed
sown in personal Bible studies, God opened the hearts
of two Sunday church members to become baptized
Seventh-day Adventists.

After coming back from Indonesia, I wanted
to have a good Christian Seventh-day Adventist
education and prayed that God would show me where
He wanted me to go for better equipped to come back
and serve in the ministry in China. It was then that
God opened doors for me to study at Mission College
in  Thailand (a.k.a. Asia-Pacific International
University). Despite the fact I had not even completed
middle school, God helped me take the college
placement test and get accepted on condition that I
complete the school’s ESL program before starting the
regular college courses. God also impressed several
people to donate for me. In addition to this I worked
at several part-time jobs on campus throughout my
college life to help paying off my school tuition and
finish classes in the winter of 2014. 1 wanted to go
back quickly as possible to the field, so I started
working for my local church in public evangelism,
youth ministry, and giving Bible studies in December
2014.

As I worked for my local church I realized that
I had received such a blessing from my Christian
Seventh-day Adventist education and I wanted to help
the young people of my church and my country to have
this opportunity as well. Although I believe that God
is not dependent on any degree to qualify someone to
be used by Him, as I looked at the vast open field of
China I thought surrendering to the Lord to receive a
higher level of Christian education would be beneficial
and help me to become a more effective minister.

In 2016, my loving Heavenly Father opened
the way for me to come to the United States and start
the Master of Divinity at Andrews University’s
Seventh-day Adventist Theological Seminary. As a
boy growing up in rural China, I never imagined I
would have the opportunity to come to America and
study to be a worker for God. I am so thankful for
God’s great love and His Providential guidance in my
life to bring me here. On this journey, there has been
much of God’s grace and many of His blessings. 1
know that God has a plan in bringing me here and I
want to return home to serve my people. I hope to be
involved in preaching, and pastoral, evangelistic, and
educational ministries to spread the gospel and train
others to share the gospel in China. I am excited about
sharing Jesus --especially to my brothers and sisters
who do not know Him yet in my country. For now, I
will cherish this opportunity to study in the United
States, grow closer to Christ, and prepare myself as
much as possible to return to China and join in the
work of the great harvest field.

i WAM STUDY
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It’s No Longer Hard to Make a Choice

[ came to the United States of America in the
year of 2011. Summer in Los Angeles at that time
was particularly pleasant. I stood at the cross of
two main streets near the University of Southern
California and felt lost, dwelling on the idea of
coming overseas alone, having no intention enjoy
LA’s charming summer evening.

Life before 2011 was simple and I didn’t have
to make too many choices for my future. I was
born in Anyang, Henan Province. My parents
worked hard so that I can have the best education.
After graduating from high school, I became the
first generation in my family going to college. Four
years after that, I broke my family record again by
being accepted to graduate school in the United
States of America. Two years from today, I will be
expecting to receive my Ph.D. from La Sierra
University. As I always joke with my parents that
it took me twelve hours to fly from Beijing to
Southern California, but it took my family more

Zixuan Zhao

than a hundred and twenty years to have someone
with a doctorate degree.

Life was not easy when I first arrived USA. I
spent two years in the TESOL program at the
University of Southern California (USC). I was
quite shocked the first day of class when I saw my
cohorts were at least ten years older than me, and
they probably had more than twenty years of work
experience than 1 did. Above all, English was their
native language. They sailed through all the
reading and writing assignments while I was
struggling with spelling, grammar, and APA
formatting. 1 only slept four hours every day
during those two years and often stayed up the
whole night studying hard. Public speaking and
presenting my projects were my worst nightmares.

The TESOL program at University of Southern
California helped me to realize what I want to
achieve through my higher educational process.
My experience at USC was drastically different
what I went through in China. Sitting around the
table with my peers and professor was the “first”
time [ discarded the Chinese stereotype of showing
respect by not challenging what others say.
Instead, I argued with my classmates fiercely in
my accented English, and I worked hard to defend
my ideas by searching everything I had stored in
my mind. I asked millions of questions and learned
by researching for answers. I finally graduated
from USC in May of 2013 with a cumulative GPA
of 3.94. And to my gratification, my field practice
instructor declared that I was the best Chinese
student he ever had. I was glad that my hard work
paid off.

After my graduation from USC, I spent almost a
year traveling, working part-time jobs, and
thinking about my future. I even took a long
driving trip from Los Angeles to Boston with my
roommate hoping to figure out my future. The
stress of finishing my degree had put a toll to me
physically and mentally. I felt that I could do
everything. Instead, I didn’t want to do anything.
Eventually, 1 started working for a real estate
company in downtown Los Angeles. I was first



hired as a conference interpreter, and was
promoted to assistant to contract director after
translating for the Mayor of Los Angeles in a few
events. In the meantime I got another promotion
with an offer of a lucrative salary and a working
visa sponsorship. I also received an admission
letter from La Sierra University. That was the most
important turning point in my life.

My friends introduced me to the Seventh Day
Adventist Chinese Church in San Gabriel Valley
when I was attending USC, and that was also the
first time I started to think about religion seriously.
I don’t have a long family SDA history. In fact,
none of my family is religious. Religion was a
brand a new world to me when I first came to the
U.S. Going to church and Bible study groups then
changed the way I prioritized my life. Instead of
considering making more money, I chose to live to
my potential. So when [ was trying to decide
whether to advance my career as a businesswoman
or to give up what I already earned and go back to
school to start a new journey in my life, it was not
difficult for me to make my choice. The biggest
reason I chose La Sierra University over a Fortune
500 company was that I could feel closer to God.
Every time I send my prayer to God, I can hear
him speak to me. I have never turned back to
question my choice to come to La Sierra. One year
after my studies at La Sierra, I was baptized to
become a Seventh Day Adventist in April of 2015.

A Laviciia

NIVERSITY

Schoo

[ was admitted to the School of Education of La
Sierra University in the spring of 2014. 1
completed my second master’s degree in
counseling with a BCBA emphasis in June of
2016. 1 was also the recipient of the President’s
Award at my graduation. My BCBA internship

began in 2015 working as a behavioral therapist.
During the past two years, [ have worked with
children who have Autism or other developmental
delays. As a behavioral therapist, [ help them to
develop verbal language as well as social skills
through behavior therapy. Working with children
was not my first love at all, but again I was
pleasantly surprised by the great joy it has brought
me. Hearing a non-verbal boy say his first word, or
getting a hug from a socially impaired girl had
brought me great joy.

During the spring break last year, I went back to
China to visit my family. During the time | was at
home, I was invited by Department of Education of
the local government to deliver a lecture to parents
of preschoolers and kindergarteners. My lecture
was about early childhood interventions and how
the implementation of behavior analysis can be
applied in one’s daily life. Over 150 parents came
to that lecture. The lecture lasted for two and half
hours with one hour of question and answer
session. On the next day, I was invited to do a
presentation on comparison of Chinese and
American Education from a personal perspective
and how applied behavior analysis could be used in
elementary classroom settings. More than 200
teachers came and the elementary school
videotaped my presentation as references for future
review. Both the parents and the elementary school
teachers showed great enthusiasm in applied
behavior analysis. The principal later forwarded
me feedback from the teachers and many of them
were saying “for the first time there is someone
who is not only pointing out the problems, but also
providing us with solutions.” This trip was very
rewarding to me because | could use the
knowledge I have learned in USA to serve my own
people in China.

Having the chance to receive SDA education is
a life-changing experience. [ have met many caring
and nurturing professors at La Sierra University
who show me how to be a good Christian and a
good person. I made the decision to become an
Adventist simply because 1 want to become one
like them. Having God by my side, it is no longer
hard to make choices in life. By choosing to honor
God and serve more people are the most fulfilling
decision I have made.



All the Way My Savior Leads Me

Enze Zhang

I was born in an Adventist family in China. My grandfather was an Adventist church elder, and my father is an
ordained Adventist church pastor. My parents raised me with Adventist principles, and at a very young age I decided
to serve the Lord.

After | graduated from Hangzhou University in 1993, I worked as a Chinese literature teacher in Fengchi
Middle School, Zhejiang Province, where I was promoted to chair of the Chinese department and chief editor of the
school magazine. During this time, I received top prize in various job-related competitions and was published in
magazines and in the Education Bureau’s biannual collection. During my 11 years of teaching, I received many
statements of appreciation from school and government leaders, colleagues, students, and parents.

While teaching, I was also involved in many church ministries, like youth and children’s ministries and
vacation Bible school. I founded the Adventist Union Choir which sang at the 2010 General Conference (GC) session,
the first choir from China to sing at a GC session in 63 years. These activities helped me grow spiritually and opened
my eyes to the great need of Adventist education in China.

China has had no Adventist education for about 70 years. To prepare
myself for the future of Adventist education in China, I studied at the
Adventist International Institute of Advanced Studies (AIIAS) in the
Philippines and graduated in 2007 with an MA in Education emphasize in
Counseling Psychology (GPA 3.81). My advisers, Dr. Shawna Vyhmeister
and Dr. Prema Gaikwad, commended my thesis project (titled “WORSHIP
STORY AND ACTIVITY BOOK FOR CHINESE PRESCHOOL
CHILDREN™).

After returning from AIIAS, I served the church as a full-time .
minister in China. From 2008 to 2011 I served as a pastor in local Adventist church. From 2011 to 2013, I worked for
the Northern-Asia Pacific Division (NSD) Children’s Ministry Department as the coordinator of the Grace Link
children’s ministry material translation project. From 2009, I also worked with church leaders to establish several
theological study centers, which later cooperated with the Taiwan Adventist College (TAC). In 2014, I accepted a call
from TAC to work as the associate academic dean in charge of TAC’s teaching affairs in mainland China. We have
two main educational programs. Firstly, a working-study program to train senior church leaders who missed
systematic study of the Bible and doctrine in their formative years due to the historical political situation in China.
Secondly, a full-time study program to prepare young people as future pastors.

My goal is to become a future leader of Adventist education in China, including K-12 and higher education.
I am studying at La Sierra University (LSU) with the program of EdD in School Psychology & Measurement, as |
have noted a particular need among Chinese school children for study, career, and personal guidance. I believe that
God will enhance me not only in knowledge but also in spiritual growth through my study in LSU, to prepare myself
better for His glory in the future ministry.



Why Adventist Education?

Juliane Johnson

My name is Juliane Johnson, but my friends call me Juli. I was born into a family of three: my
Mom, Dad, and my sister, who is older by 18 months. While I have a small nuclear family, I have a much
larger extended family, which I am close with. My grandmother, Clara Lin, virtually raised my sister and
I, for she remained home while my parents were working multiple jobs to support the family. My
grandmother emphasizes the quality of diligence, because this is a quality that helped her get through her
tough life. She had endured the Cultural Revolution in China, where her husband (my grandfather) was
imprisoned for his role as a pastor of the Adventist church, and she struggled to raise 5 kids on her own.
My grandfather passed away while I was still quite young, but my grandmother is still alive and [ am lucky
that she continues to pass on her wisdom to me. Her advice has contributed to many of my successes I have
attained in the past couple of years, and has affected my viewpoint on Adventist education.

By the time I was old enough to go to high school, I understood how school affected me and how
influential it had become in my life. I was home-schooled throughout middle school. While I enjoyed it,
being so solitary made me crave social interaction, and I wished to go to a public high school. My parents
allowed me to enroll in a high-ranking public school, which transformed my life. Before school had even
started, God was leading me towards a future that would develop my character. God gave me so many
opportunities that I wouldn’t have had, such as being on a swim team, taking AP classes, and becoming a
National Merit Finalist because of this higher education. I began to form meaningful friendships, paired
with happy memories. | excelled academically, receiving lots of acclaim, and obtaining leadership roles in
multiple clubs because I had found my academic niche. Although I grew socially and academically, I
yearned to attend an Adventist school where 1 would be surrounded by people with similar beliefs. This
feeling led me to Andrews University.

Andrews continues to develop me into a better individual, and I’ve been growing with God. I enjoy
my education very much, because it gives me the opportunity to learn as much as I can about the world

around me. | plan to make this
I don’t plan to ever stop learning
medical school, and then serve
believe that God is leading me to
community. Through my whole
even from the moment I was born.
direct me every day of my life, for
faith and my character.

educational journey a lifelong one.
after college- I want to enroll in
others every day as a physician. I
be a physician, a servant of my
life, God has been directing me-
[ have faith that He will continue to
even the difficult times builds my
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In Memory of Mr. Solomon Miao

Solomon Beh-chung Miao was born in Aug. 15, 1935, in Wuhua County, in eastern Guangdong Province,
China. He had two younger brothers and a younger sister. When he was very young, His father joined the
army and never to be seen again. At the age of eight, an aunt wrote from Borneo suggesting for him to go
to Hong Kong to study. With the final consent of his uncle, Beh-chung followed a group of relatives and
friends to start out on foot the long journey to Hong Kong. At a point where their road was washed out by
flood, not knowing which way to turn, Beh-chung lead all the fellow travelers to pray together. Suddenly,
they saw some strangers ahead approaching. The strangers warned them they must take a detour because
there were armed guards ahead who might decide to kill them. Soon after that, the strangers disappeared.
There is no doubt in Beh-chung’s mind those men were angels sent from God to guide them.

He was accepted to study in the Sam Yuk Middle
School in Clearwater Bay. To earn enough money to
support him through school, there were times he had to
work on six different jobs. At the end, he could pay for
all his expenses with money left over.

In 1966, after marrying Joanna Chan, he worked as a
teacher in Hong Kong Sam Yuk Middle School located
in Happy Valley, as well as the branch school in
Aberdeen. To get his teaching license, after working
each day, he took classes in the evening at Grantham
College of Education. During this time, his wife was

admitted to the hospital for emergent surgery due to
hemorrhage in the brain. So, for a while, he had to rush between the Queen Elizabeth Hospital and the
schools every day. At last, he received his teaching permit and became a registered teacher. He became the
dean of students at the Tai Po Sam Yuk Secondary School, until he
and his wife migrated to the U. S. in 1975.

Beh-chung and his wife settled in Loma Linda, California. Due
to an injury to his back, he was unable to work. However, he kept
himself busy helping others. Though he had no children, he was a
great role model for his students. He followed his religious beliefs
faithfully. The first thing he did every day was to read the Bible and
pray. He enjoyed taking part in the activities of the church such as
the senior’s meetings and transporting the elderly to various places.

On October 7, while Beh-chung Miao was teaching the Sabbath
School to the Cantonese class, he had a heart attack and later passed
away. He left behind his beloved wife Joanna. Our firm hope is to
meet him again when Jesus comes.





