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Journey to My Past

Marie Char

In the autumn morning, as the sunlight break through the cloud, it brings forth the hope of a brand-new
day and cheer to my soul. Walking on the golden leaves with the breeze caressing my face, I feel the breath
of life and experience the beauty of this wonderful world. Between sunrise and sunset, we have gone
through many precious moments. When we look back, we ponder on the same old question: What is the
worth of life. There are some who immersed in their busy daily routine schedules, time slips away without



their awareness. There are also some who quietly work for their goals and ideals, they light up and shine
in the little corner of the world, making impact to others. As we reach the end of the journey, win or lose,
what’s left is the trace and memories of our life.

My father had often mentioned that his child and youthhood were spent on a beautiful island in southern
China. According to his description, this island was the most charming and unforgettable place on earth.
With the 6" decade of my life approaching, I finally decide to make a trip to search for my family’s past.
Prior to this, I have travelled to other parts of China many times with my husband. However, it feels quite
different this time. As we stepped out from the plane to the city of Xiamen in Fujian Province, I felt like a
wandering child returning home. Xiamen gave me quite a good impression. Comparing to other cities in
China, this city is relatively clean and not as crowded, people seemed to be warm and cordial. We stayed
on the bayside and I could see the island of my father’s birthplace from my hotel window. We took the
ferries across the bay to reach this beautiful island called Gulangyu. Gasoline cars are not permissible on
the island. One can only ride on electric cart or walk by foot. As I looked at the white sand beach
surrounding the island, I could imagine how much fun my dad and uncle had when they played here.
Nowadays the island is commercialized with yacht and boats driving on the bay, and the beach is filled with
couples taking their wedding pictures.

We first visited the famous Shu-Zhwang park on the island. Besides the beautiful garden landscapes,
the most attractive spot is the piano museum located in the park. There are many brands and shapes of
antique pianos displayed in the museum. [ was marveled by how the original builder of this park, Professor
Shu-An Zhou, was able to collect so many antique pianos from all over the world.

Then I began to inquire about the address of my father’s old school, the SDA Mei-Hwa San Yu. Since
the school is non-existed anymore, not many people can help in giving me direction. After many inquiries,
[ found a middle-aged man who heard about the old school. 1 followed his detailed instruction and climbed
up the hill to find the school building. Even though the school closed in decades ago, the building is still
there. The plague outside the gate indicated that the building is being used as a health center. However, |
did not find any occupant in the building, only find another big plague stating the history of this building.
It clearly stated that in 1905-1906 two SDA missionaries Pastor W. C. Hawkins and J. N. Anderson came
to establish the Mei-Hwa primary school. In 1906-1909, they set up the Mei-Hwa Boys secondary school.
In 1910, they added the Mei-Hwa Girls Secondary School. Pastor Anderson built this building in 1934 and
called it “An-Xian Hall” which means this building was dedicated by him. The boys and girls’ schools
were combined in 1938 and moved to occupy this
building as their school site. As I walk in the
garden of this gated property, I could imagine how
my grandfather worked here as the school
principal and my grandmother as the teacher.
Gulangyu is truly a paradise with so much history
and inspiration. No wonder my father and uncle
had so many fond memories here. This journey
had not only given me a chance to search for my
family root, it also led me to fulfill my wish of
visiting this old San Yu school.




Introduction to Featured Artist

Marie Char

The picture on the cover of this newsletter was taken by Paulo
Poon, an alumnus of South China Union College, now known as
Hong Kong Adventist College. Growing up in the village next to
the college, he started attending elementary school at Clear Water
Bay and went all the way to finish his secondary school in 1977.
Just like all the boys in the school, Paulo’s favorite pastime hobby
was playing soccer on the field. He came to US to pursue the
S 4 higher education and completed the BS degree in Clinical
Laboratory Science from Pacific Union College in Angwin, California. While in PUC, Paulo got re-
acquainted with former SCUC schoolmate Maria Lee who was a nursing student there. They were married
after their graduation and settled in Southern California. Together they have a son Dennis, and a daughter
Debbie, both are nursing professionals.

The picture on the cover was taken in Hokkaido, Japan during an autumn
family trip a few years ago. Paulo has developed an interest in photography
and enjoyed snapping shots with his camera when travelling. Recently, the
whole family had fun together in a trip to Japan and Hong Kong.
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2018 HKAC Report

Daniel Cheung

2017-18 has been a blessed school year for Hong Kong Adventist College (HKAC). We started the school year
with 107 students, it’s a 40% increase from the previous school year. Interestingly, over 40% of our students are
from countries outside of Hong Kong (see table). These oversea students are changing the dynamic of our campus.

When over 40% of students do not know how to speak Chinese, local students have
more opportunities to practice their English. The English proficiency on campus has
been improved significantly this past year. Unlike many local students who came to
study at HKAC because they could not enter other local universities, most of our
oversea students chose to come to study here. Academically, oversea students are much
better equipped than the local students. Their diligent study habits helped elevate the
academic level of our campus tremendously. At the end of the last school year, 14
students were awarded on the Dean’s List with a GPA of 3.5 or above, and 7 students
were awarded the Chan Shun Scholarships with a GPA of 3.5 or above in both Fall and
Spring Semesters.

The financial status of HKAC has been stabled for the last 3 academic years. At the end
of the last school year, the HKAC financial statement ended again with a surplus. With a
3-year surplus, we have accumulated a small reserve fund for HKAC. In addition,
HKAC received a HK$7 million scholarship fund from a donor who wanted to provide
scholarship for ethnic minority students of Hong Kong. Combining the reserve fund and
the scholarship fund, HKAC is able to start an investment fund to generate additional
funding for scholarships and future developments.

Nationality # of Students
Armenia I
Bahamas 1
Benin 1
Brazil 1
China 3
Congo 1
Costa Rica 1
Hong Kong 64
India
Indonesia
Japan
Korea
Malaysia
Nepal
Pakistan

WD N = = - O

Philippines
UK

USA
Total

W o W

3

After the unsuccessful application to establish a new nursing program, HKAC worked out an agreement with Hong
Kong Adventist Hospital (HKAH) to reactivate the nursing school license. The Hong Kong Adventist Hospital
School of Nursing was gazette by Nursing Council of Hong Kong but has been suspended for the last 20 years. An



experienced consultant who s e
specialized in nursing program
accreditation and served as the
principal of a local hospital-based
nursing school was hired to assist
and advise the application team on
this accreditation process. Ten big
boxes that include the entire
application and all the
supplemental ~ documents  were
submitted to Nursing Council in
August. We hope to hear from
Nursing Council soon.

d AR

Because “unfavorable learning
environment” was the main reason
that our previous application was
denied, HKAC have upgraded and added more teaching and learning facilities for the current application. There are
2 large classrooms (50-seat each), 2 small classrooms (25-seat each), 2 nursing skills laboratories with 12 hospital
beds. an isolation/ICU room with 2 hospital beds and a control room, a conference room, and a newly remodeled
science laboratory. We currently have 12 static manikins. To be considered a “favorable learning environment” that
will meet the learning needs of students in the 21st century, HKAC will raise funds to equip the nursing skills lab
with two patient care simulators for the new nursing program.

As the student body of HKAC continues to grow, we are in desperate need of more classrooms for the new courses
that have been added. One mid-size classroom has been added this year and 2 more will be added later. We are also
in need of gathering places for the students. Last year, we built a new Student Center for students to study, to eat
lunch, or just to connect with friends. We plan to designate a quiet and private place on campus for students to meet
their spiritual needs, such as Bible studies, cell groups, and counseling.

The combined graduation ceremony of HKAC and Chinese Adventist Seminary (CAS) was held on July 1, 2018.
Dr. Steven Guptill, former theology chairman in the 1970s,
came home to speak at the commencement. There were 18
students graduated from HKAC and 376 graduated from CAS.
Although 376 CAS students graduated in 2018, only 156
graduates and their families were able to come to attend this
graduation ceremony in Clear Water Bay from China. Among
the 156 CAS graduates, 34 earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in
Theological Studies. CAS currently has around 1,500 active
students studying Theological Studies and Christian Education
in all regions of China. Based on the number of active students
and the number of graduates each year, CAS could possibly be
one of the largest theological seminaries in the world.
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During the Chinese New Year holidays (February 16-25), 7
HKAC faculties along with 15 students went to Cagayan De Oro, Philippines for a mission trip. Students conducted
an evangelistic series and a Vacation Bible School. At the end of the trip, 17 people were baptized into our church.

The Health Department of HKAC conducted a dementia seminar at Bible Auditorium Church on March 25, 2018.
The purpose of the seminar was to help the public to increase their knowledge and understanding of dementia. Over
100 people attended this seminar and most attendees were not SDA church members.



We would like to express our deepest gratitude
and appreciation to Hong Kong Adventist
College Foundation for all their financial
support which has been given to HKAC year
after year. Board members get together each
year to discuss how HKAC can be benefited
from the contribution of the foundation. They
also provide valuable advice to the faculty and
administration to ensure HKAC is moving in the
right direction being set forth by our founders.
This October, the members of the HKAC
Foundation Board will meet at Clear Water Bay
to determine the most effective way to support
HKAC.
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2018 Sam Yuk Alumni Mini Reunion in Toronto
Henry Law

On September 11, 2018, a group of Clear Water Bay Sam Yuk graduates of 1965 and 1966 organized a
mini reunion in Toronto Canada where quite a few of our alumni reside. The local alumni included
Edward Chan ([4%25%), Janna Chan ([§% %%), Samuel Chu(41F%%), Dana (Hwang) Kam (&7 ¢),

Charles Kwok ;ﬂﬁfa). Kin Teng Lo (Lo Sir 4g{#J:£), Boris Lau ( 2%1%), Larry Ming (FH$EY), Wai-
Bong Siu (Siu Sir AF4EF]), Clinton Tam (FE§578), Chun-Yin Wong ( E#EEY), Bob Wong (&%), Yim
Wah (Leung) Wong (3% 3% #%) and many senior alumni. Bamboo Lee (2% &) came from Hong Kong.
There were many alumm came from different states of the United States: Betty Giang (35 ) from Los
Angeles, Joseph Hsu (ff:f&#%) and Ruthie (Leung) Hsu (G2H%JE) from Las Vegas, Warren Ha (B 7 /7)
and Sophia Ha ,jrj%gi) from Ohio, Chia-Hao Chang (7£535%) and his wife, Jane from Detroit, and
Andree (Chung) Eng (§#5%5) and Henry Law (£££Ef#) from Boston.

Everyone came to the reunion
with much curiosity, wondering
how the other classmates or
schoolmates have changed and how
many would be able to recognize
each other after all these years. For
some of them, they had not seen
each other since the day they left
school which was 52 or 53 years,
more than half a century ago. The
overseas and US alumni arrived




between September 7 to 10. Upon the arrival, we found that everyone was recognizable, and no
introduction was needed. We got together every day for lunch and dinner, trying to catch up with what
had happened to all of us for the past years. Someone even brought a few old photos taken in our beautiful
Clear Water Bay Sam Yuk campus to refresh our memories. All of us looked so young and innocent back
then. The photos also made us realize how fortunate we were to have those few years of happy and
carefree days! We were able to study in a tranquil and beautiful campus that only the rich families could
afford to do so nowadays. We knew everyone in the school and lived in harmony like a big family.

Besides viewing the photos, we also talked about the fond memories of who were the good students,
the trouble makers and the mysteries of the disappearance of chickens and sweet potatoes belonging to
faculty, and the fires for roasting food found behind the printing building. Recalling these incidents led us
to laughter throughout the meals. We shared with each other of our adventures after the graduation which
included going overseas or staying in Hong Kong to study and pursue our dreams and careers.
Apparently, all of us came out fine with having good families and careers. Some even have their own
businesses. Most of us are retired now, but a few are still working to keep themselves busy. We enjoyed
the meals as the local alumni took us to the best restaurants in town. The food in Toronto was fantastic
and reasonable in price. People don’t have to travel back to Hong Kong for great Chinese food anymore.

September 11 was the
highlight of our reunion.
We gathered in a big buffet
style restaurant, Dragon
Legend with 46 alumni in
attendance including some
local senior ones. We were
happy to meet our beloved
teachers Wai-Bong Siu (&
4EFD), Kin Teng Lo (ZEf&
J7£ ) and Dana (Hwang)
Kam (& 2 )%). We are

N A—

grateful that after so many years, have gone by, we were still able to get together on this special occasion.
Some of our friends have left us and some are not able to travel for long trip due to time or work conflict
or health restrictions. We took many pictures before and after the dinner to remember this happy occasion.

Everyone enjoyed this great reunion and hoped to hold these gatherings more often. Finally, it was
proposed to have the next reunion in Hong Kong
Clear Water Bay campus in October 2020. Bamboo
Lee will be responsible for organizing and planning
for the next reunion. For the time being, we will mark
10/18/2020 for this gathering.




2018 —2019 NASYAA Scholarship Recipients
at Andrews University
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First row from the left: Ruyi Zhao, Yili Chen, Snow Wan, Jenny Tay, Yijie Nui,
Juliane Johnson, Xiaorui Wang.

Second row from the left: Joshua Lee, Jacob Liu, Saixi Lu, Yaffu Qu, Zepheniah Tay,
Silas Yeung, Vincent Chao, Zhang Peng, Jian Lin.

Deadline for scholarship application is April 15, 2019
HiFILE=ERAgREeE FHIZ 201944 H 15 H
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Loma Linda Chinese SDA Church
Welcomes New Pastor

Jean Mataya

After searching for a year, Loma Linda Chinese SDA Church has finally found Akira Chang to succeed
the retired pastor Matthew Yuen. The Chang family arrived at Loma Linda and started their ministry on
February 1, 2018.

Pastor Akira Chang is no stranger to many church members. He did his ministerial internship in Los
Angeles Chinese SDA Church from1998 to 2000. He also worked as the associate pastor in Gardena
Japanese Church and Rolling Hills English Church in Southern California for three years. In 2003 — 2017,
he moved to Washington D.C. area to work as church pastor and hospital chaplain.

[ first met the Chang family in 2003 when they came to serve as the pastor of the Chinese company in
Washington D.C. He was a handsome young man filled with enthusiastic energy. His wife was gentle
and virtuous, always worked quietly
beside her husband. [ remember they
loved to lead the church members in
passing out literatures and pamphlets to
the community. Even until now, they still
take the children and church members of
Loma Linda Chinese Church to do the
same in Loma Linda area. Sometimes
Pastor Akira would go alone to Chinese
supermarkets for giving out invitation to
attend our church activities.

Pastor Akira was born in Taiwan. He
received his elementary and secondary
education in Taiwan and Japan. After the
completion of his college education in Japan, he came to United States and worked in San Francisco.
Incidentally he met an elder from San Francisco Chinese SDA church, and his life was changed totally.
Later he decided to enter ministry and went on to receive his ministerial training from Andrews
University in 1996. With his background from living in three countries, he can speak Chinese, Japanese,
and English fluently. He can also speak Cantonese and Shanghai dialect besides Mandarin. He is truly
blessed with the gift of spoken language.

His lovely wife, Huilin, is a registered nurse and devoted mother. His 16 years old son, Andrew, is his
right-hand help in computer, audio-visual and bulletin ministries as well as leading the young adult
activities. His active and vivacious daughter Ana is 12 years old.

Within the short 6 months, Akira’s diligence in visitation and Bible studies have won the support of
many church members. Following his leadership and working with sister Jenny Hung, the church
Chinese school has resumed classes in September 2018. This is an excellent way to outreach people in
the community. He also conducts an interesting Chinese Sabbath School Bible study every Sabbath that
attracts many non-Chinese speaking members and non-members to attend. We hope the church ministry
under Pastor Chang’s leadership will grow and win more souls, so that the church can shine for the Lord.




Remembrance of Arthur Lu

Maxine Lu

My father, Arthur Lu, was born on August 17, 1929 in Canton, China to the late King Ying Ng and the

late Po Tat Lo. He passed away at age 89 on August 25, 2018 in New York, New York.

Arthur was the first director of Pharmacy at Florida Hospital Altamonte of the Adventist Health System.
During his years as a pharmacist, he implemented new methods of hospital pharmacy: including computer-
based information systems in the practice of pharmacy, and unit dose dispensing. He found great interest
in laminar flow hoods and the aseptic technique. He also published papers and information on how to have
a more sterile environment for mixing medications. This
prevented the patient from having excess bacteria
inadvertently injected into their body via the medication.
In his later years, with the aid of a programmer, he created
a computer program that assisted the pharmacist in
converting the doctor’s order of a Total Parental Nutrition

to the actual mixing of a TPN.

Arthur was the beloved husband of Wai-Kuen Leung.
He was preceded in death by his brother Lo Ka Cheong.
Arthur is survived by his daughter Maxine Lu; sister Lo

Hing Yuen; and grandchild Wendy Doncourt.

Arthur had a passion for photography since he was very

small. He had a sharp eye for photography and employed

meticulous techniques to polish up his pictures. As a
wedding and portrait photographer, he often volunteered his talents to his church and granddaughter’s

schools. He enjoyed the photography classes at FIT and B&H very much.

He remained as a faithful Christian and a member of the Seventh-Day Adventist Church. His dedication
to the ministry was greatly appreciated by the New York SDA Chinese Church. Arthur was also a loyal
member of the North America San Yu Alumni Association. He had attended many of NASYAA’s reunions
and donated generously for its scholarship foundation fund. His photo portrait and personal testimony were

featured in the 2013 Spring newsletter.
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Remembering Dr. Samuel C. Young

(Abridged from bulletin of the memorial service)

Dr. Samuel C. Young was born on September 14,
1928 in Shanghai to Chi Wang and Su Sam Young.
He was the oldest child with three younger brothers
and one sister. When he was three and a half years
old, the Sino-Japanese War reached Shanghai. The
family relocated to Yantai in Shandong Province. In
1937, the family moved five more times before
finally settling in Guangzhou and stayed there until
the end of the war in 1945. He had to stop schooling
and work to help support the family. His mother was
introduced to SDA through a lady named Kwok Yee
Gu and converted to the SDA belief after attending
an evangelistic meeting by Pastors Chung Wai Poh
and C. I. Meng.

In 1946, through the recommendation of Pastor Ho
Wai Yue, he was admitted to South China Training Institute located in Guangzhou at the time. After his
baptism in the summer of 1947, He traveled north to continue his education at China Training Institute in
Qiaotouzhen. Two years later, the China civil war forced the school to relocate to Hong Kong.

After completing pre-medical curriculum, Dr. Harry Miller had arranged for him to enter St. John
University for medicine in Shanghai. However, the war broke, and this dream was not able to be realized.
He then accepted the call for one year to be a teacher in Nanning, Guangxi. Later he became the head master
at Hong Kong Sam Yuk School and served the school for seven years.

In 1957, with the recommendation of Pastor L. E. Smart and the support of Elder E. L. Longway, He was
able to attend Atlantic Union College in Massachusetts. He graduated with a BS degree in Chemistry in
1959. He continued his graduate studies at Pacific Union College and graduated with a Master of Education
degree in 1960. In the summer of that year, he married Janice Tsao in San Francisco. They decided to go
to Washington DC where she would study at Columbia Union College and he would pursue doctorate at

sustain for their education and livelihood.

In 1961, he was invited to return as the dean and registrar at his alma mater,
South China Training College in Hong Kong. He became the college
president six months later. The college was renamed South China Union
College. There were many challenges at the college, but despite those
difficulties, God gave him courage and wisdom to resolve the problems. By
the grace of God, the college faculty was strengthened, and the student body
increased. The King Huy Hall, cafeteria, health food factory, and
commercial laundry building were erected in those days. Many students of
the college went on to become leaders in the church around the world.

Their two sons, Samuel and Peter, and daughter Sylvia, were born between
1961 and 1964. They brought great joy to the family. In 1964, he chaired
the committee to create a new edition of the Chinese SDA hymnal. By




1968, he took the family to complete his education in US before it was too late. With the small stipend of
$75 per month from the union (on the second year), he had to work hard to make ends meet. In 1970, he
was one of the official representatives to attend the General Conference Session held in Atlantic City. He
challenged the all-white candidate list for the Far Eastern Division. This led to a heated discussion till the
afternoon. He later withdrew his proposal to end the debate, but the action had broken the white monopoly
in the leadership positions in church.

He completed the doctoral studies in 1971 and Janice also completed her BA degree. In June of 1971, the
family returned to Taiwan where he was appointed the Union secretary and educational secretary. A year
and a half later, he resigned and returned to be the college president for both the Taiwan and Hong Kong
Adventist Colleges. Both schools were struggling at that time. He was able to purchase the land in Yu
Chih and build a new campus for TAC. By the time he passed on the baton, both HKAC and TAC had the
needed faculty and operational stability to normal operation.

In 1974, he was invited to be the executive secretary of the Chan Shun Foundation. In 1977, he was
appointed the President of the Hong Kong-Macao Mission. He also organized the China Ministry
Commission and served as its first chairman. With his full devotion, the mission was able to become the
Hong Kong-Macao Conference, the first self-supporting conference in the Far Eastern Division. In mid-
1981, he was chosen as president to succeed the retiring Larry R. Colburn. By then his children had reached
college age, and he had accepted Andrews University’s invitation to join their faculty. With much struggling,
pleading of fellow workers and Dr. Chan Shun’s offer to support his children’s education, he stayed back
to serve as the president of South China Island Union Mission.

In 1979, he was invited to be one of the Sabbath School lesson authors. In the first quarter of 1982, “Law,
Love and Life” written by him was published. He was able to pay for his oldest son’s college education
with the royalties of the accompanied book. Once again, God has always provided for his needs. In 1985,
he was appointed as one of the Associate Executive Secretaries at the General Conference. He was the first
Chinese and Asian to hold a position in the General Conference executive level. In 1989, Dr. Chan Shun
set up the Chan Shun International Foundation and funded over 100 projects in the next decade. In 1990,

‘v o he was appointed Special
i Assistant to the GC president
with multiple responsibilities
until  his  retirement on
December 1, 1995. In his
retirement, he continued to
chair many projects, and most
importantly he completed the
Chinese edition of Chinese
SDA History.

Dr. Young had remained to be
an inspiration to his family,
friends,  colleagues, and
students. His influences had reached many churches and touched many souls. Most of all, he kept his eyes
toward heaven and served the Lord wholeheartedly. His dedication and legacy will be remembered by all.

Editor’s Note: Dr. Samuel Young is an outstanding San Yu Alumnus. As a student, teacher, and principal,
he dedicated his talents for the Lord to use. In his retirement days, he served as an advisor for NASYAA
and gave many wise directions. We look forward to meeting him in the Great Reunion.
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Mrs. Esther Choo Chan Yit Har Life Portrait

Most remember Esther as a person
who was full of fire and energy -
fittingly she was born-during the year of
the Tiger on September 28th, 1938.
Although she was the fifth child in a
large family of four brothers and three
sisters, Esther’s charismatic spirit made
her stand out in their Singaporean
home. Unfortunately, her childhood
was characterized by many hardships
and sufferings. Some of her earliest
memories were of Japanese warplanes
flying overhead during the invasion of
Singapore. Her father, a tailor who
mended the clothes of British soldiers stationed in
Singapore, passed away when she was only nine
years old. To make matters worse, she contracted
meningitis soon after her father’s death and nearly
died from the illness. Against the advice of the
doctors, Esther diligently continued to read and study
while she was getting antibiotics at the hospital.
Doing so meant risking never recovering or returning
to school. Her iron spirit defied the doctor’s orders
and pushed her to reach her goal of completing her
high school education. By God’s grace, she regained
her health and quickly established herself as the
family’s most resourceful person taking care of all of
her siblings - younger and older. Despite many years
of gaps in her formal education due to war and
poverty, Esther completed the difficult final high
school examination.

During her teenage years, Esther attended
Singapore’s Chung Hwa Girl’s High School where
she met her future husband Choo Yoon Kian, a
school clerk. Mr. Choo had many interested suitors at
the time since he was one of the single-and-available
young men in her school. However, he was only
interested in the mysterious girl who would play
piano in the classroom next to his office. He fell in
love at first sight. Esther and Mr. Choo were 19 and
22 years old respectively when they first met and
started dating - they were together for over 62 years.

During their courtship, Esther and Mr. Choo would
often spend time at the Choo family residence.
Coincidentally, the Choo’s landlords were very
devoted SDAs. Weekly, the young couple would
participate in small group bible studies with Pastor
Jerry Chang and other church members. It was
through this crucial time of music and ministry that
both Mr. Choo’s parents and Esther came to know
and love Jesus Christ. Esther went on to become and
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remain an active member of the
Thomson Road Chinese SDA Church
until she moved to the United States in
2012. She had a beautiful voice and
often led in music ministry of the
church. Pastor Mark Chan from
Singapore remarked, “Mrs. Choo’s
persona is much larger than what we can
see. She has leadership and charisma
‘ which influences many people to serve
., the Lord in many ministries.” Pastor

Matthew Yuan recently commented,

o “ d “She rejoiced in serving the Lord.

That’s how she demonstrated her faith.
Her faith in Jesus Christ was not theoretical or
detached; it was a living faith in a living Savior. I
have never seen such a hardworking person as Mrs.
Choo. Her faith really worked! She endured hardship
with great joy.”

Soon after she finished her studies, Pastor Joshua
Chong helped her secure a teaching position under
Principal Yang Chung Pei at the San Yu Adventist
High School - a position she held from 1961 — 1990.
During this 29-year tenure, she taught Chinese,
History and Bible knowledge. Her faith in the Lord
grew with every Bible class that she taught. Her prior
students will attest to the fact that she touched
countless lives through her teaching and mentoring.
She had a keen interest in the salvation of her
students. Every year, she led the students in
fundraising for the private San Yu Adventist School
by selling Jumbo Sale tickets to the public.

In 1965, Esther and Mr. Choo became proud
parents to a baby boy named Daniel Chung Ann
Choo. At Daniel’s birth, Esther determined that she
wanted her son to become a physician, so she named
him after a well-known doctor (Luk Chung Ann) and
“persuaded” him to achieve this goal like a classic
Asian tiger mother. Nine years later, Esther and Mr.
Choo prayed for God to give them another child,
specifically a daughter to complete the Chinese
character “hao” meaning good, and God graciously
delivered. Sandra Min Lit Choo (later Jorgensen)
was born in 1973. Both of her children remember that
she was stern and controlling in her parenting style
but very loving. She taught her children about Jesus
and showed then by her own diligent example of how
to be an active Seventh-Day Adventist Christian. She
defended the Sabbath truth with zeal and guided her
children to trust in the Lord’s provision when they
faced hardship relating to the keeping of the Sabbath.



She and her husband sacrificed to send their children
to attend Adventist higher education in America.
When her grandchildren arrived, she wholeheartedly
gave herself to care for them as well.

Many of Esther’s friends and family will
remember her as a woman with a generous heart and
incredible culinary skills. With the help of her loving
husband’s unwavering emotional and financial
support, Esther hosted countless gatherings for her
many friends and large extended family members (7
siblings on her side and 7 siblings on her husband’s
side) on any and every occasion. Major holidays were
celebrated with a gathering at the Choo’s hosted by
Esther (Chinese New Year, Christmas and birthdays
etcs). Her generosity was overwhelming; she never
let anyone go home without a full stomach and
leftovers.

After she retired from teaching, Esther decided to
explore her love of food by venturing into the
restaurant business. Her new mission was to spread
the gospel through healthy and nutritious food. With
her husband as her private financier, she took over a
bakery operated by a group of SDAs called “Five
Loaves” which provided healthy bread to
Singaporeans who at the time had little idea about the
health benefits of whole grains. She later became
one of the founders of Genesis, a vegan SDA-run
restaurant. Together, Esther and the team at Genesis
worked to nourish the body and the souls of many
hungry Singaporeans. In addition to her restaurant
work, Esther taught countless cooking classes in
several countries including Hong Kong, Taiwan,
China and USA, often partnering with NEWSTART
programs. Esther’s cooking legacy was captured on
the LLBN and Hope channels when she hosted more
than 24 episodes of cooking classes featuring her
most delicious vegetarian recipes with co-hosts
Cherry Wang and Mrs. Shum.

Aside from her cooking endeavors, Esther was
very active in other ministries and frequently
spearheaded many

important

community

projects. She was one of the founders of the
Singapore Adventist Rehab Center: a non-profit
community program providing day-care and rehab to
needy patients. She was a key fundraiser for the
Center on an annual basis.

Sadly, Esther was diagnosed with breast cancer in
2000. After initial surgery and radiation therapy, she
was completely well until 12 years later. At the age
of 74, she developed a devastating 10 cm mass in her
lung, which doctors in Singapore misdiagnosed it as
stage IV primary lung cancer. She was given the
heartbreaking news that she had only 6 months left to
live. Esther then moved to the United States to be
closer to her children. At the time, she asked God for
“just a few more years to serve Him”. Miraculously,
through the care of wonderful physicians and God’s
mercy, Esther was correctly diagnosed with recurrent
metastatic breast cancer, which had a better
prognosis. She was treated with multiple state-of-
the-art target therapies and went into remission. She
was able to serve as an active member and elder of
the Chino Valley Chinese SDA Church. Esther’s
health improved to the point that she even managed
to sneak back to Singapore for several months per
year to re-launch the Genesis Vegan Restaurant 2.0 in
its new current location. In 2016, the cancer
metastasized to her brain, and she underwent her first
brain surgery to remove a large 5 cm tumor. Esther
improved from her surgery and was able to cook
again. In August 2018, Esther was admitted to the
hospital where an MRI showed that a large brain
tumor had regrown along with nine new tumors.
Esther bravely elected to undergo another brain
surgery and gamma knife radiation. By the grace of
God, she was discharged after 2 months of
hospitalization just before her 80th birthday. She
enjoyed a surprised party given by her close friends
when she came home. She was again blessed by
another celebration for her 80" Birthday with her
family and church members during her regular Friday
night vespers. To top it off, she was able to witness
the long-awaited dedication service of the Chino
Valley Chinese SDA Church the following day. She
rested peacefully in the Lord on November 10, 2018.

Esther loved Jesus with all her heart and looked
forward to the day when she would see Him face to
face. When her eyes are next opened, she will see the
face of her Savior. Her next waking moment will be
to eternal joy. It is her greatest wish and lifelong
endeavor to see all her friends and family there with
her by the tree of Life where there will no longer be
death and suffering.



Congratulation to Dr. Edward Ko’s
70 Birthday Celebration

Dr. Edward Ko was born in Hong Kong, China on August 20, 1948 as the second son of Chuen and Mui
Wong Ko. He has an elder brother, Kenneth who resides in Hong Kong and a younger sister, Rownea who
resides in Toronto, Canada. His old and febrile mother, 95 is still living in the nursing home of Toronto,
Canada.

In 1961, he graduated from grade 6. Even though he grew up in poverty and was forced to work as an
“office boy” with very humble and low paid for two years, yet he never gave up his “strong will” and “hope”
to return to study. He believed the only way to move up in life was going through higher education!

In 1963, while he's still an atheist, the Lord searched him out. He was providentially guided and
mercifully granted by Principal Handel Luke to
be a “probational student” (Since all the four
Form 1 classes were filled with 40 students each
class) two weeks before school started in the
SDA high school in Hong Kong. Through the
spiritual guidance and the fervent prayers of a
kind and loving Filipino Missionary Teacher, Ms.
Trinidad Manalo Toledanes who taught him
Bible and English, he gave his heart to the Lord
and was baptized among over 120 young people

in the spring of 1964. He graduated from Hong
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Kong Sam Yuk Secondary School in June
1968. During those high school years besides tutoring English and Mathematics to primary school and
junior high school students during the regular school days and weekends, he also worked full time and over
time during summer break in cafeteria, factory and shopping mall (as a sale clerk). He even tried to be a
life insurance salesperson for 3 months in order to earn enough money for his high school text books and
transportation fares. For him to gain permission from his parents to study in the SDA high school, Edward
pleaded and promised to be responsible for his school expenses.

In September 1968, with fervent prayers and God’s guidance, Edward started college as a totally self-
supported college student at Canadian Union College (now known as Burman University), Alberta,
Canada. In 1973, he graduated from Walla Walla University and earned a BA degree in Chemistry and
Mathematics. Then in 1975, he completed the BS degree in Medical Technology. During his college years,



he worked as a waiter, assistant cook and dish washer in the college cafeteria; janitor, desk monitor, worker
in the upholstery (in furniture factories), night watchman, reader (for Mathematics Department at WWU)
and Student Colporteur (Three summers for the British Columbia SDA Conference in British Columbia
province, Canada). He made a surprise proposal to his wife Priscilla on the very next day when she arrived
from Hong Kong to study nursing at Walla Walla College in September 1972. Edward considered himself
a blessed and lucky man when he married Priscilla in September 1973. They were blessed with two loving
and handsome sons, Edmund (born in June 1978) and Timothy (born in December 1980). He worked as a
medical technologist from September 1975 to August 1981 in Portland, Oregon and Bakersfield, California.

In 1985, Dr. Ko graduated as a Doctor of Dental Surgery from Loma Linda University School of
Dentistry. After 15 years of private practice in Bakersfield, California and 4 years of serving as a director
of the Dental Department of Hong Kong Adventist Hospital, he returned and joined the faculty of the LLU
dental school serving as an Associate Professor in 2004. He is passionate in teaching the dental students
doing quality Restorative Dentistry. He also enjoyed leading them to many Mission trips and serving the
underserved in different countries like Philippines, China, Mexico, Jamaica and Nicaragua. In April 2013,
he was awarded the Teacher of the Year from the Pierre Fauchard Academy! In October 2016, he retired
from teaching full time at the LLUSD as well as practice in the Faculty Dental Office. Since then he has
been teaching part time at the LLUSD clinic one day a week.

Dr Ko’s family grew with two loving daughters-in-
law, Grace and Sherilyn, one grandson, Ethan (7 years
old), three granddaughters, Kara (7 years old), Eddy (4
years old), and Kayla (2 years old). Besides traveling
with his lovely wife around the world, he also enjoys
playing spiritual and classical music on the chromatic
harmonicas. Furthermore, he also enjoys praising the
Lord as a “tenor” singing for the Heralds of Hope (Male

Chorus) and the New Stream Chorale.

In his own words, Dr. Ko stated “I owe my success
to the infinite grace of the Lord. And I also give the credit to my wife, who is the strong and wise
woman behind me. She has made a huge difference in my path of success! I honor her with
multiple titles such as PHD (Push Husband through Dentistry), CEO, CFO, COO of our family,
and finally the most honorable title: CMGO (See Me Get Old)!” Above all, he gives all the glory
and honor to the loving God who granted him the opportunities to serve Him wherever and

whenever He sees fit!
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